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Pedestrian safety
Learning objectives

•	For children to understand what constitutes safe and unsafe behaviour for pedestrians and to know that unsafe 
behaviour often has serious consequences.

•	For	children	to	know	the	importance	of	wearing	bright/fluorescent	clothing	(in	daytime)	and	reflective	materials	 
(at	night).

Vocabulary to be developed

Traffic,	look	and	listen,	pedestrian,	high-visibility,	fluorescent,	reflective,	consequences,	crash,	collision,	 
incident,	hazard,	risk,	unsafe,	TV	campaign,	route,	junction,	pelican	crossing,	puffin	crossing,	traffic	island,	 
witness,	zebra	crossing.

Curriculum links

England: National Curriculum Key Stage 2.

Activity 1 •	Citizenship/PSHEf

•	English	En1:	2a,	2c,	3a,	4a,	4b,	4c

Activity 2 •	Citizenship/PSHEf

•	English	En1:	3a

•	 ICT

Activity 3 •	Citizenship/PSHEf

•	English	En1:	2a,	2c,	3a,	4a,	4b

•	 ICT

Activity 4 •	Citizenship/PSHEf

•	English	En1:	2d,	3a

•	 ICT

•	Geography:	1b,	1c,	1d,	2a,	2c,	2d,	2f,	3a

Extension 
Activities

•	Design	&	Technology:	1a,	1b,	1c,	1d

•	 ICT
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Resources required

THINK!	resources	can	be	downloaded	or	ordered	from	the	THINK!	Resource	Centre	at	 
http://think.direct.gov.uk/resource-centre

School •	Computers with internet access

•	Digital	camera(s)	(optional)

THINK! •	Video:	Kerr’s	story	(Ref:	TRC133)

•	Four activity sheets that can be downloaded or use an internet link:

•	Activity	sheet:	Kerr’s	story	(Ref:	TRC056)

•	Activity	sheet:	Snakes	and	hazards	(Ref:	TRC063)

•	Activity	sheet:	TV	campaign	(Ref:	TRC064)

•	Activity	sheet:	Journey	planner	(Ref:	TRC054)

•	Game:	Snakes	and	hazards	(Ref:	TRC095)

•	Lesson	plan:	A	new	journey	(Ref:	TRC039)

•	Home-link	sheet:	‘The	Road	Ahead	–	Pedestrian	safety’	(Ref:	TRC111)

Activity 1: Kerr’s story

A	short	video	clip	introducing	pupils	to	Kerr,	who	wasn’t	paying	attention	and	didn’t	notice	a	car	reversing	 
from a drive.

Time •	30-40	minutes	

Resources •	Video:	Kerr’s	story	(Ref:	TRC133)

•	Activity	sheet:	Kerr’s	story	(Ref:	TRC056)

Show	the	children	the	Kerr’s	story	video.	This	tells	the	story	of	an	11	year	old	boy,	a	promising	footballer,	who	on	
an	overcast	day	walks	along	his	own	road	wearing	a	hood	and	listening	to	an	MP3	player.	He	stops	to	text	a	friend	
and	is	hit	by	a	car	reversing	out	of	a	drive,	breaking	his	leg.	He	tells	his	own	story,	explaining	how	he	is	now	unable	
to play football following the incident.

Talk	about	the	video,	ensuring	that	the	children	know	what	happened	in	the	story	and	understand	the	cause	 
of the collision along with its consequences. Questions to discuss might include: 
•	Who	is	Kerr?	Tell	me	5	things	about	him.

•	What happened to Kerr?

•	Why?

•	Why	does	he	wish	he’d	worn	different	clothes?

•	How	has	the	accident	affected	Kerr?	Tell	me	5	things	he	can’t	do	now.
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Point	out	that	high-visibility	clothing	can	make	people	safer.	Some	people	have	to	wear	fluorescent	clothing	 
as	part	of	their	job.	
•	Drama	can	also	be	used	to	respond	to	the	story:	Hot-seating:	let	a	confident	child	take	on	the	role	of	Kerr	 
and	let	the	class	quiz	him	about	the	accident	and	its	effects.

•	Role-play	in	groups:	in	groups	of	three,	let	children	play	and	swap	the	roles	of	Kerr	and	two	friends	visiting	 
him	in	hospital,	asking	those	awkward	questions	about	how	he	is.

Alternatively	if	you	don’t	have	access	to	the	videos,	use	the	activity	sheet,	which	asks	pupils	to	reflect	on	what	
happened in the video and how it could have been prevented.

Activity 2: Snakes and hazards

An	interactive	Flash	game	testing	pupils’	knowledge	of	pedestrian	safety.

Time •	10-15	minutes	

Resources •	Computers with internet access for the interactive Flash game or copies of  
a	board	game	such	as	snakes	and	ladders	or	ludo,	a	dice	and	counters

•	Game:	Snakes	and	hazards	(Ref:	TRC095)

•	Activity	sheet:	Snakes	and	hazards	(Ref:	TRC063)

In	this	interactive	game,	pupils	play	an	online	version	of	snakes	and	ladders.	They	can	play	as	a	class	on	a	
whiteboard,	or	on	individual	computers,	alone	or	in	small	groups.	Pupils	roll	a	virtual	dice	and	move	across	 
a board. They can move up ladders or avoid moving down snakes by answering pedestrian safety questions 
correctly.	They	will	receive	a	percentage	score	at	the	end	based	on	how	many	questions	they	got	right	first	time.

When	they	have	played	the	game,	ask	pupils	which	questions	they	found	most	difficult.	Was	any	of	the	information	
new to them? Encourage them to play again to try to beat their score. 

If	you	don’t	have	computers	with	internet	access	available,	you	could	print	out	the	Snakes	and	Ladders	question	
and use it with a real board or create one on a large sheet of paper. Divide the children into groups of three. In 
each	group,	two	pupils	play,	while	the	third	acts	as	question	master.	If	you	are	able	to	access	the	online	game,	this	
may	be	a	good	extension	task	for	older	and	higher-ability	pupils,	who	will	complete	the	interactive	game	quickly.	

Pupils	could	go	on	to	create	their	own	version	of	the	game,	using	road	safety	websites	such	as	THINK!,	to	come	
up	with	their	own	questions	on	pedestrian	safety,	or	on	another	road	safety	theme,	e.g.	cycling	or	in-car	safety.	

You	could	produce	a	class	version	of	the	game,	with	pairs	of	children	each	coming	up	with	two	questions	and	
answers	(one	accurate,	one	inaccurate).	When	you	have	a	full	set	of	questions,	ask	the	children	which	questions	
are	easiest	and	most	difficult.	Why?	

The game format will motivate children to complete the activity and the competitive element will focus their 
attention on creating an effective learning resource.
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Activity 3: TV campaign

Pupils	analyse	road	safety	TV	advertisements,	then	take	on	the	role	of	advertising	executives	to	create	their	own.

Time •	40-50	minutes	

Resources •	Digital	camera(s)	(optional)

•	Activity	sheet:	TV	campaign	(Ref:	TRC064)

Analyse	previous	road	safety	ad	campaigns	through	discussion	or	using	the	TV	Campaign:	Did	it	work?	activity	
sheet.	You	might	want	to	compare	the	Tales	of	the	Road	adverts	with	the	older	Hedgehogs	campaign,	both	of	
which can be found on YouTube.

It will be more useful in terms of reinforcing messages about road safety for this age group if you choose 
campaigns	looking	at	issues	such	as	pedestrian	safety	and	cycle	safety,	rather	than	more	adult	campaigns	 
such	as	drink	driving.	Some	of	the	adult	campaigns	may	be	unsuitable	for	a	young	audience,	so	you	should	 
look at these before showing them to the children. 

If	you	have	time,	you	could	look	additionally	at	older	campaigns,	or	campaigns	aimed	at	a	different	audience:	 
you	can	find	old	adverts	online.

If	you	have	an	older	group,	you	could	consider	looking	at	one	aimed	at	teenagers,	such	as	the	hard-hitting	 
Camera	Phone	advert,	which	is	also	available	on	YouTube.

You	should	view	this	before	sharing	it	with	the	children	to	assess	its	suitability	for	your	class,	as	this	will	not	be	
suitable for younger or more sensitive groups.

Questions to ask include: 
•	Are they effective? 

•	Why? 

•	Which is the best and why? 

•	What messages are they communicating?

•	(In	the	case	of	the	older	adverts)	are	they	dated?	

A	good	question	to	consider	is	whether	a	‘shock	horror’	approach	works	better	than	a	simple	positive	message	
focusing on skills. 

Pupils can then be told that they are working for an advertising agency and challenged to create their own brief 
TV	advert	with	a	message	relating	to	pedestrian	safety	(such	as	‘Be	bright,	be	seen’).	Video	cameras	or	digital	
cameras	(video	mode)	can	be	used	to	record	the	ads	which	could	be	played	to	the	class	on	an	interactive	
whiteboard	and	voted	on	to	find	the	most	effective.

If	no	camera	is	available,	pupils	could	produce	a	story	board	and	act	out	their	adverts,	or	produce	posters.
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Activity 4: Route planning

Use	Google	Maps	to	complete	a	risk	assessment	of	pupil’s	own	routes	to	and	from	their	current	school	and	 
their future secondary school.

Time •	60	minutes	

Resources •	Computers with internet access

•	Activity	sheet:	Journey	planner	(Ref:	TRC054)

•	Lesson	plan:	A	new	journey	(Ref:	TRC039)

This	activity	is	aimed	at	Year	5	and	Year	6	pupils,	who	will	soon	be	going	to	secondary	school.	

Use	the	‘A	new	journey’	lesson	plans	‘Journey	planner’	activity	sheet.	Begin	by	discussing	the	transition	 
to	secondary	school	and	how	many	of	the	class	will	be	making	longer	walking	journeys	in	the	near	future.	 
Explain	how	these	journeys	have	been	identified	as	posing	a	risk	to	pupils	in	terms	of	road	safety.

If	pupils	don’t	yet	know	which	secondary	school	they	will	be	going	to,	they	can	look	at	their	own	current	journeys	
and	the	journey	to	one	of	the	local	secondary	schools.

As	a	follow-up	activity,	children	could	produce	their	own	sketch	maps	of	routes	and	mark	on	hazards	as	well	as	
‘safer	places’	such	as	crossing	patrols,	pelicans	and	footbridges.

Extension activities

Distraction	designing:	ask	children	to	come	up	with	ideas	to	solve	the	problem	of	hoods,	headphones,	mobiles,	
umbrellas	and	other	items	which	reduce	the	ability	to	see	and	hear	traffic.

Carry	out	web	research	to	find	high-visibility	products	(fluorescent	and	reflective)	for	young	pedestrians	which	 
can	be	considered	cool	or	that	the	age	group	would	be	prepared	to	wear	–	if	there	are	none,	design	some!

Home-link Sheet

A	Home-link	Sheet	for	parents	is	included	in	the	pack	supporting	this	lesson.	This	can	be	given	to	children	 
to	take	home	to	pass	to	their	parents.	The	purposes	of	the	Home-link	Sheet	are	to:
•	 inform parents about the road safety activities that their children are carrying out and the accompanying  
learning	objectives;

•	give	advice	and	ideas	for	parents	about	how	they	can	reinforce	key	road	safety	messages	through	simple,	
enjoyable	activities	with	their	children;

•	underline	the	message	that	the	home	plays	a	vital	part	in	children’s	learning	about	road	safety,	not	least	 
through	providing	examples	of	good	behaviour.


