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How to behave near traffic
Learning objectives

• For children to know that they should always hold hands with their carer when near traffic.

• For children and parents to know that children should always walk on the side of the pavement away  
from the traffic.

Vocabulary to be developed

Holding hands, traffic, road, car, side, pavement, buggy, safe.

Curriculum links

England: Early Years Foundation Stage Framework

Activity 1 • Personal, social and emotional development

• Communication and language

• Understanding the world

Activity 2 • Personal, social and emotional development

• Communication and language

• Physical activity

• Understanding the world

Extension 
Activities

• Personal, social and emotional development

• Communication and language

• Understanding the world

• Expressive arts and design

Resources required

THINK! resources can be downloaded or ordered from the THINK! Resource Centre at http://think.direct.gov.uk/
resource-centre

School • Adult support (one for every two children)

• Art materials: large rolls of sheets of paper, glue, pencils, painting materials

THINK! • Story: Stay close, Klara! (keep, hold) (Ref: TRC125)

• Home-link sheet: How to behave near traffic (Ref: TRC106)
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Activity 1: Introducing the theme

This theme can be introduced through the following story, to be read aloud.

Time • 20 minutes

Resources • Story: Stay close, Klara! (keep, hold) (Ref: TRC125)

After the story, talk about what can be learned from it and ask questions:
• What happened when Klara went with her mum to the shops? What should Klara have done? What else did 

Klara learn that day? Why was mum so pleased with Klara at the park?

• Talk about when children should hold hands with an adult (e.g. when walking on the pavement near a road, in a 
car park, when crossing the road). When do we not need to hold hands?

• Emphasise that holding hands with a carer near traffic is the best way to stay safe.

Activity 2: Pavement practice

The best way for children to learn road safety skills is through practice on real roads. This activity involves taking 
children out in small groups onto a pavement by a road with one-to-one supervision. It should only be carried out if 
sufficient adult supervision is available

Time • 20-30 minutes

Resources • One adult for every two children being taken out

Ask the child which side they should stand then walk a short distance along the pavement. Turn to go back, 
ensuring that the child knows to swap hands but to stay on the side away from the traffic.

It is also a good idea to show children how they can hold a buggy if a carer’s hands aren’t free. Again, show which 
side to stand.

Extension activities

Time • 60 minutes

Resources • Art materials: large rolls of sheets of paper, glue, pencils, painting materials

A large wall display can be made showing an adult holding hands with a child. Drawing around an adult and 
child holding hands is probably the easiest way to do this. Children can join in painting or collaging the figures. 
Alternatively, children can draw around their own hands to make a border.

Children can sing ‘Ring a Roses’ or other hand-holding action songs and talk more about when else they need to 
hold hands and when they don’t.
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Home-link Sheet

A Home-link Sheet for parents is included in the pack supporting this lesson. This can be given to children  
to take home to pass to their parents. The purposes of the Home-link Sheet are to:
• inform parents about the road safety activities that their children are carrying out and the accompanying  

learning objectives;

• give advice and ideas for parents about how they can reinforce key road safety messages through simple, 
enjoyable activities with their children;

• underline the message that the home plays a vital part in children’s learning about road safety, not least  
through providing examples of good behaviour.


